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That’s My Water! Bush schools 
Teacher Guide: Mini Unit 
That’s My Water! is a collaboration between Power and Water 
Corporation and remote schools across the Northern Territory.  
This curriculum unit is designed to support teachers to explore the 
concept of water sustainability in their community and empowers 
students to take local action. The program promotes both ways 
learning and celebrates the traditional knowledge that exists within 
remote communities. 

Note: This is the shorted version of That’s My Water! Bush Schools that includes a sequence 
of four activities, three video resources, a social action project and challenge card. There is 
also an extended version with nine activities and social action project available separately. 

This document was commissioned by Power and Water Corporation. The intellectual property 
contained in the unit That’s My Water! should not be used without permission from the following:

Power and Water Corporation 
GPO Box 4150 
Darwin NT 8000 
Contact: Joel Spry 
joel.spry@powerwater.com.au

That’s My Water! will be implemented in collaboration with the Northern Territory 
Department of Education and Catholic Education Northern Territory.  
For more information on guest presentations and other resources to support program 
implementation, please contact Living Water Smart.

This unit has been developed by Atria Group in consultation with Power and Water Corporation. 
For more information please contact pnaughtin@atriagroup.com.au

West MacDonnell National Park
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Foreword 
Congratulations! 

You are taking part in a truly special and very important learning experience.

For us Territorians, water is the essential ingredient to every aspect of life. Water has shaped the 
unique landscape and the culture of the NT for over 60,000 years and continues to be critical today.

Power and Water is proud to provide safe and reliable drinking water to the 72 remote communities 
across the NT. It is a challenging job and each community has its own unique water story.

However, our current rate of water consumption in many parts of the Northern Territory is not 
sustainable. On average, Territorians use twice the water per capita than the rest of Australia. 
Power and Water needs the help of your school community to ensure we have enough water 
into the future.

This program allows schools in remote communities to investigate the importance of water to 
their own community from a number of perspectives, including the cultural significance, the 
supply and treatment of water today and behaviour priorities for water conservation.

The program is designed to provide students with the skills, knowledge and motivation to 
take on the role of water ambassadors. At best, these culminating projects will create a new 
generation of informed and empowered sustainability leaders that will change the path their 
community takes toward a sustainable future.

By taking part in this unit, your school will be provided with a range of curriculum resources 
and supporting material to support the delivery of the program.

The unit itself is not prescriptive. It provides a range of suggested learning experiences that will 
give students the knowledge needed to develop their own personal water story and knowledge.

We encourage teachers to work in the students’ first language where applicable. We 
recommend collaborating with Aboriginal Assistant Teachers and connecting with the Cultural 
Strand of the Indigenous Language and Culture Curriculum.

Thank you for your ongoing support.
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Guiding objectives
That’s My Water! is developed as a mutually beneficial collaboration 
between Power and Water and participating schools. 

The guiding objectives for Power and Water and participating schools 
are detailed below.

Participating Schools
Authentic learning 
Take part in an experience that profiles the remote water context and allows students to take local action. 

Engaging families and the community 
The experiences actively engage parents, families and the broader community. 

Celebrating local knowledge 
Embracing local and traditional knowledge is at the core of the unit. 

Profiling STEM and sustainability 
The unit provides real world application of STEM and sustainability concepts and allows students to 
work and learn directly with experts from these fields. 

Power and Water
Behavioural change

That’s My Water! is designed to ensure water use remains sustainable through community awareness 
and behavioural change. The program will focus on influencing behaviours in three targeted areas:

	Leaks: finding, reporting and fixing leaks at home and at school

	Turning off taps: ensuring taps are always turned off when not in use

	Household: reducing the way our families use water at home

Increase the profile of water consumption

The key messages and knowledge from That’s My Water! are designed to involve and reach the broader 
school communities, leaving a legacy of conscious water use.

Both Ways Learning
This unit promotes a both ways learning philosophy. It is designed to celebrate and capture the 
traditional knowledge, culture and customs around sustainability that exist within local communities. It 
is strongly encouraged that local experts and elders be regularly engaged throughout the unit. 

Variances to the unit
Power and Water encourages schools to implement the unit to suit their local context. The unit and 
additional resources are not designed to be prescriptive, but simply act as a guide. 

Guest presentations and additional support
In some circumstances, Power and Water may be able to assist the implementation of the unit by 
providing guest presentations and additional support. We encourage schools to make contact to 
discuss their implementation and opportunities to collaborate. 

Social action projects
This unit is designed to provide students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to take local action 
to improve water sustainability in their community. The culmination of the unit involves students 
creating a social action project that influences the broader community. 

Find out about your local water story
Before commencing the program, contact Power and Water to get information that is specific to the 
water story in your community. This information will help provide context as to staff and students about 
why water sustainability is a major issue locally. 

Local connections
This unit is designed to engage and celebrate local knowledge within the community. Throughout the 
unit there are multiple activities that require the support of local experts. Prior to commencing the unit, 
it is recommended that schools engage the following people to support in delivery:

•	� A local cultural representative. This can be a parent, local elder, a park or sea ranger or a 
representative of the local Indigenous Association with traditional knowledge about:

	 -	� Water use, customs, stories and sustainability lessons (activity one)

•	� A representative from the local art network. This is a person that can support students to share their 
knowledge throughout the unit in artistic form. (activity three and four)

Supporting Resources
Worksheets

•	� Appendix one: Community Water Story Video Reflection

•	� Appendix two: How can we save water?

•	� Appendix three: Striking a pose?

•	� Appendix four: That’s My Water! Bush Schools Challenge Card

Videos

An engaging series of three short videos featuring rapper Baker Boy:

•	� Water is our Story

•	� Water is our Community

•	� Water is our Future
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Learning Sequence:  
How will students build their 
knowledge and skills?
Activity One: Traditional water use in my community

•	� Share their knowledge about the traditional importance of water in the local community
•	� Watch the first That’s My Water! video titled ‘Water is our Story’ that focuses on celebrating and learning 

from the traditional knowledge about water that exists within community
•	� Interview a local expert to deeply understand traditional water use, customs, stories and sustainability lessons
•	� Reflect on the importance of this traditional knowledge for the community today

Students will

Activity Two: ‘Cloud to cup’ in my school and my community

•	� Investigate how Power and Water provide clean drinking water to remote communities
•	� Watch the second That’s My Water! video titled ‘Water is our Community’ that investigates how Power 

and Water provide clean drinking water to communities across the NT
•	� Explore the key locations in the community’s water story
•	� Conduct a school water walk to list and classify all of the water sources in the school
•	� Create a school map that identifies the locations of the water sources, leaks and the water meter 
•	� Create a map of their home that identifies the locations of the water sources, leaks and the water meter 

Students will

Activity Three: How can I make a difference?

•	� Brainstorm ideas for saving water in different areas of the community
•	� Watch the third That’s My Water! video titled ‘Water is our Future’ that investigates ways students can 

make a difference in their community
•	� Identify one area to focus on to make a difference in their community
•	� Create a poster to share a key water saving message

Students will

Activity Four: Social action project

•	� Identify an area or behaviour they believe will make a difference to water use in their community
•	� Learn about social change and ways to influence and educate their community
•	� Create a social action project to support sustainable water use in their community

Students will

Wangi Falls, Litchfield National Park
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Activity 1: Traditional water use in 
my community

This activity is designed to 
allow students to actively 
research the cultural 
significance and traditional 
water practices in their area. 
It involves a location based 
reflection on the sustainability 
lessons we can take from the 
local culture. 

Students will: 

•	� Share their knowledge about the 
traditional importance of water in the 
local community

•	� Watch the first That’s My Water! video 
titled ‘Water is our Story’ that focuses 
on celebrating and learning from the 
traditional knowledge about water that 
exists within community

•	� Interview a local expert to deeply 
understand traditional water use, customs, 
stories and sustainability lessons

•	� Reflect on the importance of this traditional 
knowledge for the community today

In short

Guiding Question: �How did water shape traditional culture in  
my community? 

Resources
•	� Access to an expert with local knowledge to speak to the class. This can be a parent, local elder,  

a park or sea ranger or a representative of the local Indigenous Association
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		�  Pose and discuss the following questions with students:

		  •	� How important is water in our area?

		  •	� Is traditional water use in this area different from today’s?

		  •	� Where are the traditional local water sources?

		  •	� Are there any traditional water stories or customs about this area?

		  •	� Who can we contact to find out more information?

		�  If any students hold an in depth knowledge, consider documenting this or interviewing them as a class. 

4.		� Pose the questions to the whole class:

		  •	� What is the word for water in your home language/s?

		  •	� What other words that are important in the local water story exist in home language/s?

		�  As a class, create and display a dictionary or word wall of key terms in both English and home 
language/s. For example, water, rain, river, cloud. 

5.		� Where possible, attempt to access a local expert. This can be a parent, local elder, a park or 
sea ranger or a representative of the local Indigenous Association. Once you have found the 
appropriate person, invite them into the school for an interview.

		�  Prior to the interview, have students prepare a list of questions to ask under the following areas:

		  •	� Traditional water use: supply, lifestyle, movement and storage of water

		  •	� Traditional customs and stories involving water use in the region: this may include stories of 
major weather events (floods, droughts) or dreaming stories

		  •	� Sustainability: How do/did local indigenous people promote sustainable water use?

6.		� Following the interview, pose the following questions to students:

		  •	� What is the one thing you will remember from the interview?

		  •	� What is the one piece of traditional knowledge you think that all members of your community 
should know about water?

		�  Allow time for students to share their responses.

		�  Invite students to record their one piece of important knowledge for the community. The knowledge 
could be recorded in written form, spoken to camera, on a poster or through an art form.

Suggested learning experiences

1.		� Introduce the program ‘That’s My Water!’ and provide students with an overview of the learning 
experiences. Focus on the importance of the program for the whole community to generate 
excitement and highlight the following points:

		  •	� There are 72 remote communities in the Northern Territory. Power and Water is very proud to 
provide drinking water to each and every one.

		  •	� It is very challenging job, and they need your help to make sure there is enough water for your 
community into the future. 

		  •	� Power and Water need you to learn all about your local water story and use the information to 
help your community be water smart. 

		  •	� The first part of the program involves celebrating traditional knowledge about water that exists 
within community. 

2.		� Inform students that an exciting part of the program is having the Indigenous Rapper Baker Boy 
help them with their learning through a range of videos. The first video they will watch is titled 
‘Water is our Story’. This video focuses on celebrating and learning from the traditional knowledge 
about water that exists within community. 

		�  Watch the video ‘Water is our Story’. www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJVVt-onaAY&t=1s

		�  Lead a whole class reflection on the video. Encourage students to discuss the information that 
they were already aware of, surprised them or that they would like to know more about. 

		�  Consider the following discussion points to guide the reflection:

		  •	� At the beginning of the video, Baker Boy says the phrase ‘That’s My Water!’ in his home 
language, Yolngu Matha. How would you say ‘That’s My Water!’ in your home language? 

		  •	� In the video Baker Boy says ‘Water lets people live on country. No water, no life’. What do you 
think he means by this?

		  •	� The video shares some of the knowledge from the Jawoyn, Larrakia and Arrente people. Do you 
know where they are from? Have you been to these locations? Can you find them on a map?

		  •	� The presenters talk about some of the ways knowledge about water is passed on from one 
generation to the next. Can you name some of these ways? (songlines, stories, art)

		  •	� What are some of the water sources discussed in the video? (river, soakages, rockholes, groundwater) 

3.		� Highlight to students that we are very fortunate, there is a lot of traditional knowledge about water 
use in remote communities that we can learn from today. Point out that some of the students in 
the class may actually be experts in the topic, and they can help teach the others. 
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Alice Springs

Activity 2: ‘Cloud to Cup’ in my 
school and my community

This activity is designed 
to explore the challenges 
of providing fresh clean 
drinking water to remote 
communities. Students will 
also investigate the water 
sources and leaks at school 
and at home.

Students will: 

•	� Investigate how Power and Water 
provide clean drinking water to remote 
communities

•	� Watch the second That’s My Water! 
video titled ‘Water is our Community’ 
that investigates how Power and 
Water provide clean drinking water to 
communities across the NT

•	� Explore the key locations in the 
community’s water story

•	� Conduct a school water walk to list and 
classify all of the water sources in the school

•	� Create a school map that identifies the 
locations of the water sources, leaks and 
the water meter 

•	� Create a map of their home that 
identifies the locations of the water 
sources, leaks and the water meter

In short

Guiding Questions: �How does water get from the ‘Cloud to the Cup’ 
in my community? Where are the key water 
locations at school and at home?

Resources
•	� Appendix one: ‘Community Water Story’ video reflection 
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6.		� Pose the following questions to the class and discuss:

		  •	� Where are we likely to find water leaks around the school? (use the map to assist the discussion)

		  •	� How would you spot leaks?

		�  Watch the following video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcqTOfJFQH8

		�  Highlight to students that some leaks are easier to spot than others. Demonstrate how to find out 
if your toilet has a leak by doing the following steps: 

		  1.	 Get a square of toilet paper

		  2.	 Place it on the back of the toilet bowl

		  3.	 Watch to see if the paper becomes wet (without flushing)

		�  Test multiple toilets around the school for leaks. Inform students that a leaking toilet can waste 
even more water than a leaking tap and they need to let some know as soon as they spot it.

7.		� Conduct a school water walk. The school water walk should focus on locating and allowing 
students to mark on their map the following items:

		  •	� Water sources: they should use the symbols they created to mark the water sources on their map

		  •	� Leaks: the students should inspect water sources and general areas for leaks. If they find one 
they should mark it on their map and inform the groundsperson.

		  •	� Water meter: the students should locate the water meter and mark it on their map. If possible, 
they should also learn how to read the meter. The groundsperson or principal may assist with 
this process. 

8.		� Once back in the classroom, the students may require a fresh map of the school to transfer all of 
their symbols to create a neater final version. 

9.		� Challenge students to create a rough map of their home, including a birds eye view of the layout of 
the rooms. It may assist students to work to approximate scale by providing grid paper. 

		�  On this home map, students should use the symbols to locate their key water sources. 

Optional:

If possible, allow students to take home their maps and mark the water sources, leaks and water meter.

Suggested learning experiences

1.		� Lead a whole class discussion to understand students’ prior knowledge about Power and Water 
and their role within their community. 

		  Consider the following questions: 

		  •	� Who are Power and Water?

		  •	� What do they do? 

		  •	� Do we know anyone that works at Power and Water?

		  •	� What types of jobs exist at Power and Water? 

		  •	� How do Power and Water support our community? 

2.		� As a class, watch the second video of the series, titled ‘Water is our Community’. This video 
investigates how Power and Water provide clean drinking water to communities across the NT. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKTxfKJ4R5o

3.		� Distribute the worksheet ‘Community Water Story, Video Reflection’. Discuss the questions and 
invite students to complete individually or in pairs. Discuss responses and highlight the important 
locations in the local water story, including water source, tanks, treatment and sewerage facilities. 

4.		� Pose the following question to the class:

		  •	� What types of water sources do we have at school?

		�  Create a list on the board of the types of water sources in the school, e.g. toilets, taps, bubblers 
and sprinklers. 

		�  Invite students to create their own symbols for each type of water source. 

5.		� Distribute a map of the school grounds. Take time to ensure students know where they are on the 
map and key locations. 
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Activity 3: How can I make a difference?

This activity is designed 
to focus students on the 
practical ways they can 
make a difference in their 
community.

Students will: 

•	� Brainstorm ideas for saving water in 
different areas of the community

•	� Watch the third That’s My Water! 
video titled ‘Water is our Future’ that 
investigates ways students can make a 
difference in their community

•	� Identify one area to focus on to make a 
difference in their community

•	� Create a poster to share a key water 
saving message

In short

Guiding Question: �What can I do to make a difference to water use in 
my community? 

Resources
•	 Appendix two: ‘How can we save water?’ 

•	 Appendix three: ‘Striking a pose’

•	 Computer access

•	 The local arts centre may assist with the poster creation

Suggested learning experiences

1.		� Introduce the activity by highlighting that we all have a responsibility to ensuring the community 
has a sustainable water supply into the future. Inform students that over the next two lessons they 
will have the opportunity to choose an area that they can make a difference and create a project to 
help the community. 

2.		� Divide the class into three groups. Assign each group one of the following areas to focus on; inside 
and outside the house, at school and in the community. 

		�  Each group is required to brainstorm a list of ideas to the following two questions relating to their 
focus area:

		  •	� Where have you seen water being wasted in this area?

		  •	� What are some ideas for saving water in this area?

		  Invite each group or a representative of each group to share their responses. 

3.		� Distribute the worksheet ‘How can we save water?’. Invite students to record the best ideas they 
heard from each focus area. 

		�  Discuss the best ideas as a whole class. 

4.		� As a whole class, watch the final video of the series titled ‘Water is our Future’.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq4VTTXFXqA&t=1s

		  After the video, pose the question to students:

		  •	� What ideas did the video suggest to save water in the community? 

		�  Ideas include: turning off taps, looking for leaks, reporting leaks, taking shorter showers. 

		�  As a class, discuss if these are the same or different than their ideas. 

5.		� Invite students to each choose one idea or behaviour that they would like to focus on to make a 
difference in their community. 

		�  Highlight that this message needs to be memorable for other people. Challenge students to write 
the message in a simple but creative way. Model if required. 

6.		� Inform students that they are each going to create a poster to share their message with their 
community. The poster must include:

		  a.	� an image of them striking a pose

		  b.	� their message written in a memorable way

7.		� Distribute the worksheet ‘Striking a pose’ that provides an example poster focused on Indigenous 
health and demonstrates a range of poses that Baker Boy used in the videos to share his message. 

		�  Discuss the example poster displayed on the worksheet. What is the message the poster is trying to 
get across? Who is the target audience? What does the person’s pose and body language tell us? 

		�  Direct students to look at the range of poses by Baker Boy on the second page of the worksheet. 
Invite them to create a pose for their poster that represents their message. Support students to 
take photos in their poses. 

8.		� Support students to use a relevant computer program to create their poster. A demonstration of 
the process may be required. 

		�  Alternatively, students can print out their picture and paste it onto other paper to create a poster. 

		�  Note: The local arts centre may be able to assist in creating the posters with students.
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Activity 4: Social Action Project
Note: This is the culminating activity of the unit. It is recommended that it takes place over multiple 
lessons to allow students to develop their projects. 

This activity challenges 
students to use the 
knowledge they have gained 
throughout the unit to create 
a social action project to 
support sustainable water 
use in their community. 

Students will: 

•	� Identify an area or behaviour they believe 
will make a difference to water use in their 
community

•	� Learn about social change and ways to 
influence and educate their community

•	� Create a social action project to support 
sustainable water use in their community

In short

Guiding Question: �How can I influence others to improve water use in 
my community?

Resources
•	 Social Action Project: Challenge Card

Suggested learning experiences

1.		� Introduce the challenge to the whole class. 

		�  Highlight that throughout this unit we have learnt about the importance of water to our community, 
we have looked at the traditional knowledge that exists within the community and we have worked 
with Power and Water to understand how water goes from ‘Cloud to Cup’ today. 

		�  Outline to the class that now we have the opportunity and responsibility to share this information 
with the broader community. Students will now get the chance to develop a project that helps create 
sustainable water use in their community. 

2.		� Introduce the term ‘Social Action Project’ and write it on the board. Define it as ‘When people get 
together to take action on an issue that is important to the community’. As a class, brainstorm any 
examples of social action projects they can think of. These may include initiatives focused on health, 
education or safety. 

		�  Share the following video titled ‘No Germs on Me’. Discuss the issue and the key message this video 
is trying to address. www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4skziPaJEk

3.		� Distribute the ‘Social Action Project: Challenge Cards’. Read through the challenge card as a whole 
class and discuss the project options in detail. 

4.		� As a class, discuss the resources that exist within the community that could support the social action 
projects. Examples of relevant resources include an art studio, a local artist, a local site or water 
tank that could be painted, a music studio or musician, a local radio station, a local sporting club, a 
practical person such as a builder or engineer. 

5.		� Now that students have an overview of their task, support them to focus in on a specific idea 
through the following steps:

		  1.	� Identify a target behaviour to focus on, e.g. reporting leaks or turning off taps. 

		  2.	� Choose a type of project to influence the community, e.g. a song or a video.

		  3.	� Identify a target audience, e.g. parents or school children.

		  4.	� Decide if the project will be individual, in pairs or in a small group.

		  5.	� Let the teacher know what additional support will be needed, e.g. help with filming, recording or 
creating the project.

6.		� Get going and create projects that inspire the community!

Billabong, Northern Territory outback
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Your challenge
Your challenge is to create a project that helps influence smart water use in your community. The project 
should focus on a key area or behaviour and share your message in a creative and memorable way. 

Project ideas
When thinking about your social action project, consider your strengths and what other resources or 
people are in community that may help you bring it together. 

Below are a couple of ideas, but think big and create something special!

Create a song

Are you an aspiring rapper, singer or hip hop artist? Just like our video host, Baker Boy, show the 
community what you can do and put your message to music. 

Put it to video

Can you create a video that tells your local water story or teaches the community how to be smart with water? 

Bust a dance move

Can you say it better through dance than with words? Think about how your dance moves could share a 
key message with your community. 

Teach the younger kids

Are you a natural teacher and good with young kids? Consider if you could work with a younger years 
class to teach them about the importance of water use in your community. 

Make something practical

Do you have an idea for a new innovation or product? Think about what you could create that would 
help reduce water use in your community. It might be a shower timer, a leak detector or a tap timer. 

Steps
To help you get started, work through the following steps. 

1.		� Identify a target behaviour to focus on, e.g. reporting leaks or turning off taps.

2.		 �Choose a type of project to influence the community.

3.		� Identify a target audience, e.g. parents or school children.

4.		� Decide if the project will be individual, in pairs or in a small group.

5.		 �Let the teacher know what additional support will be needed, e.g. help with filming, recording or 
creating the project.

Good luck and remember, Power and Water would love to see all of your ideas. 

That’s My Water! Bush Schools
Challenge Card

Introduction
Congratulations, throughout this unit you have become an expert about the importance of water to 
your community. You have explored the traditional knowledge and customs in your area and learnt all 
about how Power and Water provide clean drinking water to your community today. 

Now it is your responsibility to share this knowledge with your community to help ensure you have 
sustainable water supply into the future. 

Rapper and 2019 Young Australian of the Year, Baker Boy
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That’s My Water! is commissioned by 
Power and Water Corporation and the 
education resources are developed by 
Atria Group Pty Ltd

For more information please contact: 
Patrick Naughtin 
Head of Education and Engagement 
 pnaughtin@atriagroup.com.au
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